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The International Shipping Industry

The Northwest Seaport Alliance

and Tacoma Rail



20-foot Container = 1 TEU

40-foot Container = 2 TEU
or = 1 FEU

Standard International Shipping Container Sizes
Twenty-Foot Equivalent Unit (TEU)

20’ long x 8’ wide x 9’ high



The Evolution 
of the World’s 

Containership Fleet
1968 to 2018



Pick
Your 
Ship 
Type

&
Size 



To Put Things Into Perspective

MSC Oscar’s 19,224 TEU’s Equal  



The North American Seaport/Rail Network



The Northwest Seaport Alliance 
Founded 2014
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Puget Sound’s Response to the 
West Coast’s Competitive Challenges 



The Seaports of Seattle and Tacoma Combine



Since the NWSA Was Formed 

Maersk Expands Prince Rupert Service
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Vancouver, B.C. Gains a $400/FEU 
Freight Advantage to Chicago



Oakland Positions Itself for Export Logistics 



Lazaro Cardenas Expands Automation
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And the Rich Get Richer
L.A./Long Beach Will Spend 

$6 Billion on Expansion Over 10 Years 
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And Finally After 10 Years of Construction, This…
The New, Expanded Panama Canal 

Opened in 2016
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Pier 4 Post-Panamax 
Tacoma Upgrades

$240 Million



Terminal 5 Post-Panamax Seattle Upgrades
$500 Million 



Relative TEU Size & Growth of North American 
Container Ports Since the NWSA’s Founding



Tacoma Rail

The NWSA’s Competitive Advantage
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