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Application 

 

 

 

Requirements for the installation of meter socket adapters designed to be installed 
between a utility owned meter and the customer owned meter socket. Meter socket 
adapters are typically used for generator and battery backup, solar systems, surge 
arrestors, electric vehicle charging, etc. 
 

 
 

General Requirements 

 
 
 
 

Purchase of an electrical permit, payment of a disconnect/reconnect fee, and electrical 

inspection are required to install a meter socket adapter. 

Manufacturer information of the meter socket adapter and associated equipment shall 

be available on site for electrical inspector use. 

 

 

Equipment Requirements 

 Meter socket enclosures are to be of the ringed style meeting the requirements of 

Tacoma Power Construction Standard C-MR-0005. Installation of a meter socket 

adapter into a ringless meter socket enclosure will not be accepted. In addition: 

 

• Meter socket adapters must be listed and identified by a laboratory 

approved by the State of Washington. 

• Meter socket adapter is not to exceed a depth of 10 inches. 

• Only one device is permitted between a Tacoma Power owned meter and 

the customer owned meter socket enclosure. 

• Meter socket adapter must only be installed in the billing meter socket. 

Installation of a meter socket adapter in a production meter socket that has 

a Tacoma Power owned meter installed will not be accepted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ringless Style 

(Not Acceptable) 
Ring Style 
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Customer Requirements 

 • Verify that the existing meter socket enclosure is of the ring style. 

• Purchase an electrical permit for service alteration and pay a 

disconnect/reconnect fee. 

• Contact the Meter Shop at (253) 502-8460 to schedule a service disconnect 

and inspection. 

• Once the service is disconnected, verify that the internal parts of the meter 

socket enclosure are in serviceable condition. 

• Verify that the meter socket adapter can be installed in the meter socket 

enclosure per the manufacturer installation requirements. 

• Install the meter socket adapter per the manufacturer installation 

requirements. 

• An intersystem bonding terminal must be installed within 24 inches of the 

metering enclosure. 

• Meter base must be rated 200A. 

 

 
 

Electrical Inspection 

 Once the installation is approved, the inspector will create a notification for the 

service to be reconnected. 

 

 

Power Quality 

 If Tacoma Power Line or Meter crew is dispatched for a problem at the location 
(no power, part power, flicker, etc.), the crew will only pull the meter to perform any 
troubleshooting. If it is determined that there may be a problem with the meter 
socket adapter or inside the meter socket enclosure, the customer will be informed 
of such and that they will need to go through the process of getting a permit, 
disconnect, and make the necessary repairs. 
 

Note: Per Customer Service Policy 13.0 (F), Tacoma Power reserves the right to 
refuse installation of an electric meter into a meter socket adapter. 
 

 

 

 


