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Today’s Agenda 
• Geography: Lower River, Upper Basin 

• Upper Basin: Focus on Cowlitz Restoration and Recovery 
Program 

• Lower River: Ongoing Habitat Work 

• Looking Forward 

 

 

 



Geography Refresher 



Geography Refresher 

Lower River: ~32 miles 



Geography Refresher 

Lower River: ~32 miles 

Upper Basin: watershed 



Geography Refresher 

Lower River: ~32 miles 

Upper Basin: watershed 
Substantial river-to-reservoir conversion 



Upper Basin Recovery Plan 



Upper Basin Recovery Plan 



Upper Basin Recovery Plan 
“Most historical spring Chinook habitat in the Washington 
lower Columbia is found in the Upper Cowlitz, Cispus, and 

NF Lewis Rivers. Recovery criteria cannot be met for spring 
Chinook without restoration of viable populations in at 

least two of these three major historical production areas, 
which are currently blocked by hydroelectric dams.” 

 

2010 Recovery Plan, Chapter 6  



Upper Basin Recovery Plan 



Cowlitz Restoration and Recovery Program 

166 FERC ¶ 62,104 

  

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

  

  

City of Tacoma, Washington     Project No. 2016-228 

  

ORDER MODIFYING AND APPROVING PLAN TO ABANDON VOLITIONAL 

UPSTREAM PASSAGE AND IMPLEMENT COWLITZ 

 RESTORATION AND RECOVERY FUND PLAN 

RECOVERY FUND PLAN 

 

(Issued March 7, 2019) 

 



 

 

 Website: MyTPU.org/CRR 

Cowlitz Restoration and Recovery Program 

http://www.mytpu.org/crr


Upper Cowlitz - Cispus Habitat Strategy 

Website: www.lcfrb.gen.wa.us/upper-cowlitz-cispus-work-group 
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Tacoma Power Habitat Assessments 
Blue/green LiDAR: Packwood to Scanewa (completed 2018) 



Tacoma Power Habitat Assessments 
Geomorphic Assessment: Upper Cowlitz - Cispus (completed) 



Tacoma Power Habitat Assessments 
Hydraulic Model: Packwood to Randle (complete late 2019) 



Hatchery-Associated Production Projects 

 

 

 

Per SA5: “…hatchery production may be considered as part of the 
plans to expend the [CRR Fund] for the purposes of protection and 
promoting recovery of listed stocks.” 

Initial guidance established by the Fisheries Technical Committee in 
CRR Implementation Strategy and HAP Guiding Principles: 

• Remote site incubators 

• Distribution of fry or fingerlings 

• Smolt acclimation where quality habitat exists but is underutilized 

• Introducing fish into areas where restoration has occurred or fish 
passage barriers have been addressed 

 

 

 



CRR Grant Rounds 2019 and 2020 

• 2019 Grant Round in process, funding decisions due November 

• 2020 Grant Round announcement anticipated December 2020 

• Early coordination encouraged 

• See website (MyTPU.org/CRR) and/or contact Tacoma Power 

 

 

 

mytpu.org/CRR


Lower River Recovery Plan 



Lower River: Large Woody Debris 



Lower River: Gravel Augmentation 
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Lower River: Gravel Augmentation 



Lower River: Gravel Augmentation 



Lower River: Gravel Augmentation 

Site 3 

Site 4 



Lower River: Gravel Augmentation 



Lower River: Habitat Protection 



Lower River: Habitat Protection 
    Current form of protection 

Side 
Channel Recommendation HAG 

protected,  
other 

aquatic/ 
shoreline 

RM 49 No action 

RM 47 Protect/enhance partial 
RM 45.3 Protect partial 
RM 45 No action yes 

RM 43.5 Protect/maintain yes 
RM 43 Protect/enhance yes 

RM 42 

Pond 
reconnection? partial partial 

RM 39.7 No action 

RM 38-40 Protect/enhance partial partial 
RM 37.5 No action yes 
RM 36.7 No action yes 
RM 36 - yes 

RM 35.5 Protect yes yes 
RM 34.7 - partial 
RM 33.3 - yes yes 
RM 33 Protect/enhance yes yes yes 
RM 32 Protect/enhance yes yes yes 

RM 31.5 Protect/enhance partial 
RM 30.5 No action yes 
RM 30.5 Protect/maintain yes yes 
RM 30.3 - partial 
RM 27.7 Protect 
RM 24 Protect/enhance partial 
RM 23 No action partial partial 

2018 Side Channel 
Protection 

• 1999: 24 side 
channels identified 

• 1999: 12 of 24 
identified for 
priority protection 

 

 

 



Lower River: Habitat Protection 
    Current form of protection 

Side 
Channel Recommendation HAG 

protected,  
other 

aquatic/ 
shoreline 

RM 49 No action 

RM 47 Protect/enhance partial 
RM 45.3 Protect partial 
RM 45 No action yes 

RM 43.5 Protect/maintain yes 
RM 43 Protect/enhance yes 

RM 42 

Pond 
reconnection? partial partial 

RM 39.7 No action 

RM 38-40 Protect/enhance partial partial 
RM 37.5 No action yes 
RM 36.7 No action yes 
RM 36 - yes 

RM 35.5 Protect yes yes 
RM 34.7 - partial 
RM 33.3 - yes yes 
RM 33 Protect/enhance yes yes yes 
RM 32 Protect/enhance yes yes yes 

RM 31.5 Protect/enhance partial 
RM 30.5 No action yes 
RM 30.5 Protect/maintain yes yes 
RM 30.3 - partial 
RM 27.7 Protect 
RM 24 Protect/enhance partial 
RM 23 No action partial partial 

2018 Side Channel 
Protection 

• 1999: 24 side channels 
identified 

• 1999: 12 of 24 identified 
for priority protection 

• 2018: Nine of those 12 
have some ownership-
based protections 

 

 

 



Looking Forward… 
• Blue/green LiDAR below Barrier Dam 

• Habitat Advisory Group: strategy for final 
investment 

• Gravel: interim and long term changes 

• CRR Program: brave new world 

 

 

 



Questions? 


